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in many parishes the house had disappeared
and the duty was performed by a curate,
who might be waiting for an assured living
or vaguely hoping that some patron would
notice him. There is no doubt that, in an
age which offered few openings for ability
without capital or influence, many men
took . orders in a speculative spirit. They
did not always adorn their calling; but
certainly a career was open to men of talent.
Far more archbishops and bishops in the
eighteenth century were of humble ante-
cedents than in the nineteenth. An un-
emotional England was in the main well
served by men who practised and taught a
Christianity that appealed by its very limita-
tions to the age. Their merit was not the
less that among their contemporaries were
others, themselves labouring under limitations
equally grave, who satisfied that emotional
need of which mankind was becoming increas-
ingly conscious from the middle of the
century. It was to be the task of later
generations to reconcile, so far as might
be possible, the two standards of Christian
service and feeling.